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Research project: Beyond Neurotypical Norms: A Student-Led Special Interest Group (SIG) Towards Intersectional Inclusion for Neurodivergent, Queer, and Disabled Communities at LCC.

Participant Information Sheet 

About this study

You are invited to take part in a research project as part of my PgCert Academic Practice in Art, Design and Communication at UAL. The study involves a student-only Special Interest Group (SIG), created as a safer, peer-led space centring neurodivergent, disabled, queer, Black, Brown and other ethnic marginalised students and allies i.e., students committed to fostering inclusive environments. The SIG aims to foster critical dialogue, co-create knowledge, and explore barriers and enablers to inclusion at LCC. The goal is to empower BA and MA students of the Design School at LCC to share experiences and co-design solutions, recognising their lived expertise.
This will be a single 90–120 minute session open to students only. Staff will be excluded to ensure student autonomy and psychological safety. Coffee, tea and biscuits will be provided during the SIG. The research will use a qualitative, responsive evaluation approach to document and analyse students’ experiences. Anonymised insights may be shared with EDI and Disability Services teams (with your consent) to support institutional change. Discussion topics may include (and can be adjusted to suit group preferences):
· Challenges and opportunities faced at LCC across courses and academic stages (from BA students to MA ones)
· Explore the role of technology in academia, assessing how it alleviates and exacerbates barriers (AI, Moodle, Canvas, Padlet, SEAtS, etc)
· Critically examine how policies and governance within the LCC community impact neurodiversity/gender-inclusion and disability justice.
Since this is for a Special Interest Group (SIG) session with an open discussion format (90-120 minutes), my aim is to spark participation, encourage sharing of lived experiences, and guide the conversation using open, accessible, but still critical questions/prompts and activities - visuals, drawings, short notes, journey maps, scenarios, storyboarding etc. Some resources will be provided during the SIG (i.e., paper, coloured pens, pencils, post-it notes and perhaps some sensory materials) but you are encouraged to bring whatever makes you feel comfortable and able to fully participate. Responses will be analysed thematically using a mix of affective thematic analysis, visual and embodied methods and participatory sense-making.
Participants will receive a £5 voucher to use at the canteen or typo cafè as a thank you for taking part.

What does it mean to take part?

If you take part you are consenting to taking part in a Special Interest Group (SIG) session with an open discussion format (90-120 minutes). I will audio record the SIG and transcribe it. The data will be used as the basis for academic analysis. 

If you choose to take part, you will be free to withdraw your participation at any point. You will not be obliged to give any reason for deciding not to take part. You will not be asked to disclose how you identify. Acknowledging that disclosure is a personal choice with potentially real ramifications, it will not come from external pressure.

Please inform the investigator for any specific access needs you’d like us to be aware of. You can also do that on the consent form (next page). We have limited control of the physical space at LCC, but we’ll always try our best to meet everyone’s needs.


Will my participation be kept confidential?

Your anonymity is very important. The information about you will be confidential to me, as the researcher. You will not be identified individually anywhere in the research. If I quote anything you have said in an interview, it will be anonymous. An example might be: ‘Tutor A said ‘The project is…’.’

What will happen to the results of the research project?

Analysis from the SIG contributions - including quotations from you - will contribute to an academic presentation and reflective blog. 
The knowledge you and other students produce or contribute to during the SIG could become a collaborative zine, as exemplified here, always contingent upon your consent, that serves as both a tangible representation of your narratives and a potential resource for institutional advocacy and policy shaping. A visual map or a collage of findings could also be stored on a UAL web server. Should you consent we’ll initiate discussions for potential avenues for action or alignment with ongoing work within EDI, Disability Services, or Changemakers. Your anonymised words, drawings or written notes, may also be used in academic reports, papers or conference presentation. These may appear online.

Thank you for your contribution and participation in this study.

Contact for further information:
Dr. Antonella Nonnis, Investigator
a.nonnis@lcc.arts.ac.uk
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